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Heterosexist School Culture in China
—A Content Analysis of Textbooks —
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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to shed light on how Chinese school culture
reproduces sexism/heterosexism by focusing on the hidden curriculum. The content in
textbooks is an important part of school culture and plays an important role in the
formation of students' values. Therefore, this paper adopts a subject matter content study
approach, using the most widely used textbooks in China, Chinese Language (published
in 2018) and Morality and Rule of Law (published in 2016), published by the People's
Education Press for secondary school students, as the material for analysis. Through our
analysis, we found that Chinese textbooks on Chinese Language and Morality and Rule
of Law do not address any sexuality other than heterosexuality. Modern Chinese schools
portray model students as "future heterosexuals." They then reproduce heterosexism
through a "hidden curriculum™ that "ignores™ sexuality outside of heterosexuality and
constructs school spaces filled with heterosexism. This erases sexuality outside of
heterosexuality from the classroom, making the experience of sexuality outside of
heterosexuality irrelevant to education and reinforcing heterosexism.
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